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Explore 

Maldives
We can’t imagine why you’d need any convincing to 
book a trip to the Maldives, but just in case you need 

a little extra nudge, here are our top 10 reasons to go.

 here are few destinations on earth that scream  

‘jet set’ quite so clearly as the Maldives.  

With seaplane transfers, waving palms and luxury 

suites that walk on water, this nation of more than 1,000 

paradise islands dishes up some of the most opulent, 

indulgent getaways on the planet. 

Throw in the warm waters of the Indian Ocean, 

remarkable island resorts and unforgettable marine 

adventures and you have the tropical holiday of your 

dreams. Still not convinced? Here are 10 irresistible 

reasons to book your visit today …

 Soaring seaplanes
How can any holiday disappoint when it begins with a 

seaplane flight above the impossibly blue seas of the 

equatorial Indian Ocean? While resorts close to Malé 

International Airport lay on speedboat transfers, resorts 

further afield will whisk you from airport to airy resort on 

a brightly coloured Twin Otter seaplane. Be sure to bag 

a window-seat for unforgettable views of the Maldivian 

atolls stretching into the distance. 

 Remarkable islands
Speaking of atolls, there’s no shortage of them here.  

In fact, the word itself derives from the Maldivian word 

atholhu. 

The Maldives boasts an utterly unique geology, with 1,190 

islands and sandbanks spread across 26 individual atolls. 

Each island is circled by a crystal clear lagoon and fringing 

coral reef. Together, the entire country covers a mere 

298-square-kilometres of land; less than half the size  

of Singapore. 
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 Over-water living
Only a fraction of those islands are inhabited or developed, but visitors still 

have more than 100 resorts to choose from. There’s little on offer here for 

backpackers and budget travellers though, with most resorts pitched at the 

four- and five-star level. It’s worth the extra spend though, especially for 

the chance to soak up one of the Maldives’ iconic water villas, where your 

suite dips its toes in the Indian Ocean. 

Some of the finest are to be found at Constance Halaveli in the North Ari 

Atoll, which boasts the longest water jetty in the Maldives. Shaped like 

a dhoni, the traditional Maldivian boats that have plied these waters for 

centuries, the jetty stretches out from the island for nearly a kilometre, 

with 86 sumptuous water villas offering the ultimate in over-water luxury.

 Unforgettable dining
These luxury resorts offer the last word in globetrotting gastronomy and 

the Maldives has made a name for itself as a hotbed of haute cuisine. If you 

like to book your travels based on what’s on the menu, be sure to book a 

room at Conrad Maldives Rangali Island, where Ithaa Undersea Restaurant 

offers a handful of lucky guests the chance to dine five metres beneath 

the surface. Look forward to global delicacies, alongside fine-dining 

interpretations of traditional seafood dishes. Subsix at Per Aquum’s Niyama 

resort offers a similarly undersea experience, and the anemone-inspired 

chairs are a must for your Instagram feed!

 And wonderful wines
To match the world-class cuisine, you’ll find a handful of resorts boasting 

similarly global wine selections, one of the finest is at Constance Halaveli, 

which boasts a 60-page wine list that includes some of the world’s finest 

producers, all matured across two island cellars. There’s a highly skilled 

team of sommeliers on hand to talk you through the list, with bespoke 

cellar dinners available on request. 

 Learn to dive
But you’ll want to earn your dinner with some adventure. There are few 

better places on earth to learn to dive than the Maldives. While you’ll do 

your first dives in the safety of the hotel pool, when it’s time for your open 

ocean qualifying dives you’ll find the calm, clear waters of a sheltered coral 

lagoon just metres from your resort’s beach of powder-white sand. Once 

you’ve got your skills squared away, the pristine reefs surrounding your 

resort island offer a colourful undersea world to discover: Expect to meet 

everything from turtles to (harmless) reef sharks on your first dives beneath 

the surface.
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 Marine megafauna
While the scuba diving in the Maldives is excellent, the larger residents 

also draw marine adventurers to the Maldives each year. Manta rays 

are graceful residents often spotted on scuba dives and snorkelling 

excursions, but the star of the show is surely the remarkable whale sharks. 

The world’s largest fish, Rhincodon typus may cut an imposing figure 

through clear Maldivian waters, but this plankton-munching filter feeder 

is entirely harmless to humans. Unless you get in the way of its sizeable 

tail, that is. 

Whale sharks are resident in the Maldives throughout the year. You’ll 

most commonly find them in the western atolls from May to December, 

heading eastwards between January and April. If whale sharks are top of 

your list, the South Ari Atoll is a Marine Protected Area and an excellent 

area to head for. Happily, you don’t need to be a scuba diver to swim with 

whale sharks, and operators in the area offer daily snorkelling trips.

 Hit the surf
There’s plenty of action happening above the surface too. With its warm 

waters and abundance of coral reefs, it’s little wonder the Maldives has 

become a bucket-list destination for surfers. Thanks to the swell barrelling 

in from the Indian Ocean, the best breaks are on the eastern edge of the 

North and South Malé Atolls. 

Surfing is all about swell, and from April to October the south-west 

monsoon delivers that magical combination: Deep-ocean swell and 

offshore winds. When that swell lands on the reefs and point breaks of 

the eastern atolls it creates some of the best surfing the Indian Ocean has 

to offer. 

The island breaks can get crowded though, so if you want the flexibility 

to hop between uncrowded waves, opt for a charter boat that can shuttle 

you between the best spots, bringing the waves to your doorstep each 

morning.

 Family-friendly fun
Don’t worry if your kids aren’t old enough to join in the underwater 

adventure; there’s no shortage of entertainment on offer. Most major 

resorts offer well-equipped kids’ clubs that will keep young ones 

entertained from dawn to dusk, while the islands boast an array of 

child-friendly activities. Try your luck at traditional hand-line fishing off 

a Maldivian dhoni, or lace up for some water-skiing in the calm lagoons. 

Larger resorts offer tennis courts and games rooms, while the ever helpful 

staff will lay on adventures ranging from crab catching to sandcastle 

competitions. It’s truly a destination for the whole family.

Air Seychelles offers seasonal flights to Maldives  
www.airseychelles.com

 Discover Malé City
While most visitors hop straight from the airport to their resort, if you 

have a little extra time in the Maldives consider visiting its unusual island 

capital. Ferry boats operate between the airport island of Hulhulé and the 

crowded streets of Malé City for a fascinating look at authentic Maldivian 

life, away from the resort islands. 

Start your wandering in Republic Square, where a huge Maldivian flag 

flutters above the streets. Then head for the Islamic Centre and Friday 

Mosque; both offer a fascinating insight into the Islamic culture of this 

island nation. The mosque is built of elaborately carved coral stone, and 

dates back to 1658. After a visit to the National Museum and Tsunami 

Monument – commemorating the devastating 2004 tsunami – end in 

the popular Sultan Park. If you’re not too squeamish, the colourful Fish 

Market is also worth a visit. 

If you plan on visiting Malé City, remember to dress respectfully. 

Beachwear that’s appropriate in the resorts will be frowned upon here. 
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